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Oral diseases are among the most prevalent diseases globally

ü Untreated caries in permanent teeth- the 
most prevalent condition worldwide

ü Severe periodontitis - the sixth-most 
prevalent condition in the world

ü Untreated caries in deciduous teeth - the 
10th-most prevalent condition

Estimated global prevalence of untreated dental caries in permanent teeth for 2017

3.5 billion people affected by oral conditions globally

ü Complete tooth loss affects 2.3% or 158 
million people worldwide

ü Lip and oral cavity cancers are among the 
top 15 most common cancers worldwide, 
with 500 550 incident cases in 2018. 



ü Population-based birth cohort studies
• Untreated dental caries and periodontal diseases 

in adulthood negatively associated with childhood 
socioeconomic status
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Mean number of decayed teeth among male adults aged 16-65 years 
in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland

ü Systematic reviews

Low socioeconomic position associated with 

• Experience of dental caries
• Poor periodontal health, even after controlling 

for smoking
• Oral cancer, even after adjustment for 

behavioural confounders

ü Marginalised groups
• Have more untreated dental caries, tooth loss, 

toothache than the general population.

Oral diseases are socially patterned
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Impaired growth and impact on educational attainment

Functional limitations and impact on general health

Reduced self-esteem, anxiety and social isolation

Pain, discomfort and sleepless nights

Time off work/school to attend clinics

Reduced productivity of the workforce

Treatment costs (societal and individual)

Individual and 
societal impact of 

oral diseases
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Estimated costs of health conditions across EU



Determinants of Oral and Overall Health
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- Treatment focus

- Mismatch between need and   
availability and location of services 

- Payment systems

- Dental silo

- Poor planning

- Downstream prevention
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Limitations of current dental care systems



Better epidemiology and oral health surveillance systems

Addressing commercial determinants of oral diseases & NCDs 

Reform of oral health-care systems & modernised workforce

Tackling inequalities: inclusive access + broader determinants 

Moving upstream to maximise oral health improvement

Amplifying global advocacy

Key recommendations
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Lancet Series on Oral Health:
https://www.thelancet.com/series/oral-health

Lancet Commission on Oral Health:
www.ucl.ac.uk/epidemiology-and-public-health/research/dental-public-health/lancet-commission-oral-health
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